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which now had become the chief momentum oi' my life. I
suggested a dinner between the British commercial interests and
those of Germany. I found such a proposal very favourable to
the Secretary to the Department of Overseas Trade, Sir Philip
Lloyd Graeme (afterwards Cunliffe Lister). I put this proposal
then to Dufour-Fcronce. He was equally enthusiastic.

So I gave a dinner party, the first meeting after the War between
British and German commercial interests. Those who attended
this party were Lloyd Graeme ; Sir Arthur Shirley Benn,
representing the Associated Chambers of Commerce ; Colonel
O. G. Armstrong, the Chairman of the Federation of British
Industries ; Herr Dufour-Feronce, the Councillor to the German
Embassy in London; Herr Deutsch, the Chairman and
Managing Director of the Algemcine Electrische Gessclschaft, the
famous A.E.G. of which Rathenau was the President and his
father the founder ; and finally Dr. Bucher, a young man of
exceptional brilliance, a Civil Servant not of the old school, who
had risen to position through the vortex of the revolution, and
was Economic and Commercial Advisor to the German Embassy
in London.

Each of the men at this dinner in his own sphere was remark-
able. Lloyd Graeme, already an Under Secretary : Shirley
Benn, benign, solid, respected in the life of the City and in the
House of Commons: Armstrong, little known publicly, but
possessing a remarkable gift in languages, speaking fluently and
easily in German, Italian, or French : Deutsch, a short, thick-set
Jew, his physiognomy much like that of Rathenau, and who was
in himself the whole dynamic of the A.E.G. : Dufour, a master
of industry, and perhaps the only man who from within all
Germany could have piloted his fatherland into the port of
English friendship ; and finally the versatile Bucher, who during
the War had made the food supplies in Turkey go farther ; and
as one of his ingenious schemes had built many miles of zinc
wall, with pits beneath them, to catch and trap the locust swarms,
and had been highly successful by this means in countering the
pest. On the fall of Dr. Simons, after his London visit in 1921,
Bucher was appointed to succeed him in his high office in Berlin.
Lastly there was myself.

The conversation ranged over labour, wages, hours, massed
production, industrial conditions, transport, waterways, Russia,
coal, credits, tariffs.

Herr Deutsch, who knew Russia ixisi^e out, opened the con-